
 

 

 
 

2015 MG National Meeting February Newsletter 
 

Herewith a Newsletter to bring you up to date with the latest information on our  
MG National Meeting- Fun and Friendship in the Yarra Valley – Easter 2015.  
Registrations are coming in at a steady rate and we continue to fine-tune arrangements 
in preparation for the meeting.  Below is updated and additional information to help 
you, and us, in planning for the meeting. 
 
Closing Registration 
As you will probably be aware, the Easter period is about the worst holiday period to 
try and run a major event, particularly one involving catering.  Our meeting has 
multiple catering commitments, with a variety of venues, which complicates our 
planning.  All of our venues require notice of numbers attending around a week in 
advance and to try and finalize these on Good Friday is simply way too late.  Our 
wish to improve the National Meeting experience and to provide food at events 
normally not catered for has exacerbated the challenge.  Consequently we have 
decided to close registrations on 18th March.  We do not see that this will be a 
problem for any prospective attendees as we are giving you all adequate notice of the 
change.  Supplementary Regulations will be amended accordingly. 
 
Regalia order close off date 
The regalia order form is now on our National Meeting website page and orders are 
being received.  To enable delivery to us in time for our meeting we need to please 
have all regalia orders in by Friday 6th March. 
 
Notifications for Catering Purposes 
Following along from the previous paragraph we need to pin down the numbers for 
the optional catered events.  Most of the numbers for our planning will come out of 
the information provided in your initial registration but there are several events that 
we have opened up as optional for which we need to know the numbers attending.  If 
people decide at the last minute to turn up to events expecting to be fed it will not be 
possible for us to increase the catering, even for our own hosted events, as we will not 
be able to purchase additional food over the Easter period.  
 
Saturday Evening Spit Roast at Clubrooms 
We are providing an optional spit roast at $20 per head with drinks at bar prices on 
the Saturday evening.  We need to ascertain the numbers for this function as this 
option was not included in the on-line registration facility.  
 
Observation Run: You will note from Bulletin 3.1 that we have been able to arrange 
a one off CAMS licence for $25 to enable registrants to enter this event.  We have 



 

 

also opened the event to non CAMS licence holders as a social run.  This will please 
many of our Social Registrants who will now be able enjoy this drive and the lunch. 
We will be seeking the names of those Social Registrants taking this run. 
 
**We need to finalize our numbers for catering by 22nd March. A separate email will 
be going to all Registrants in mid March requesting information to help us with our 
catering plans.** 
 
Motorkhana Patterns 
Motorkhana patterns are on the website (http://mgcc.com.au/Natmeet2015/index.html )   
under Events METEC 
 
Event Location Maps 
Event venue location maps are available on the web page under the Events button. 
 
Trailer Parking 
Ray and Hilary Atchison live in the Yarra Valley and have generously offered to 
provide parking for those who want to leave their trailers and towing vehicles 
somewhere secure and toddle off with their MGs for the duration of the National 
Meeting. Ray and Hilary are situated between Woori Yallock (5 km) & Healesville 
(10 km).  They may be contacted by email at rahilpark@bigpond.com or by phone on 
0418 569 312. 
 
RETURN OF TROPHIES 
It is essential that all National Meeting perpetual trophies be returned prior to the 
National Meeting.  Please bring them with you and if you know of winners from last 
year holding trophies and who are not attending this year please have them arrange 
for the return of the trophies.  Trophies are to be returned at registration.  
 
Car Photos and Details 
To assist our commentators we would appreciate owners sending us interesting 
background details of their cars and if possible a photograph.  We would like the sort 
of information that owners feel others would be interested in.  We believe that this 
will make the commentary over the weekend more informed and interesting.  There is 
no obligation to do this but it will help.  Please email to 
natmeetsecretary@mgcc.com.au 
 
Saturday Optional Activities in the Healesville Area 
We are providing a courtesy bus from the Concours to Healesville and return through 
Saturday.  This bus will drop off and pick up at various locations on request.  We 
have also been able to secure a tour of Dame Nellie Melba’s garden, which we are 
offering interstate visitors first as our own folk can catch this at any time.  Details 
appear later in this newsletter. Our catering questionnaire will ask for bookings for 
this option but feel free to email our Secretary if you wish to reserve a place. 

 
Healesville 
The main street of Healesville is most welcoming with its beautiful century old elm 
trees forming a cooling canopy.  There are numerous coffee shops, great restaurants 
and Hotels where lunch is available.  There is also an interesting range of jewellery, 
great clothing, bric a brac, craft wares and a Gallery where you are most welcome to 
browse. 



 

 

 
Listed below are just a few of the interesting shops to explore: 
 
Kitchen & Butcher  www.yarravalleyharvest.com.au 
 
Crumbz Craft www.crumbz.com.au 
 
Mud Glass Metal www.hgbs.com.au 
 
Warehouse Antiques - Retro, Vintage  (no web site) 
 
Healesville Jewellers  www.healesvillejewellers.com.au 
 
A short walk from the main group of shops, in a westerly direction, and you come to 
some excellent food, wine and beer stores: 
 
Innocent Bystander  www.innocentbystander.com.au 
 
White Rabbit Brewery  www.whiterabbitbeer.com.au 
 
Beechworth Bakery  www.beechworthbakery.com.au 
 
HEALESVILLE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
The Sanctuary was established in 1934 and has since become the pride of Healesville.  
Visitors come from around the globe to encounter native Australian wildlife such as 
platypi, kangaroos, echidnas and koalas.  Located on 30 hectares of land in 
Healesville, the Sanctuary is also home to the Australian Wildlife Health Centre and 
is heavily involved in conservation efforts.  www.zoo.org.au/healesville 
 
THE BIG BOUQUET 
The Big Bouquet is a modern, working cut flower farm and alpaca stud located in the 
heart of the Yarra Valley.  Take the opportunity to visit and look behind the scenes, 
learn firsthand about the growing of top quality gerberas and the breeding of alpacas.  
www.bigbouquet.com.au 
 
YARRA VALLEY CHOCOLATERIE & ICE CREAM 
Yarra Valley Chocolaterie & Ice Creamery:  You can indulge your love of chocolate 
and ice cream and also watch talented European chocolatiers handcraft over 150 
different varieties of chocolates.  There is a Cafe serving breakfast, light lunches & 
decadent treats.  There is also Indigenous art, a fruit and nut orchard and also a 
wetlands and conservation area.  www.yvci.com.au  
 
COLDSTREAM DAIRY 
Specializing in Italian style handmade cheese.  www.coldstreamdairy.com.au 
 
DAME NELLIE MELBA'S COTTAGE 
This beautiful homestead was built in 1912 and the grounds have only been open to 
the public since August 2014.  There is a gallery, which is open for viewing that has 
Arthur Streeton and Hans Heysen paintings, precious porcelain and 14 pieces of 
Dame Nellie's Louis Vuitton luggage on display.  The display is changed from time to 
time.  There is also a restaurant and gift shop.  www.coombeyarravalley.com.au 



 

 

 
We have a special offer to the first 24 interstate visitors (we are asking our local 
members to hold back on this one) who would like to be treated to a guided tour 
of the gardens of Dame Nellie's Estate and morning tea in the restaurant at a  
cost of $25 per person.  One only tour is available and the bus will leave 
Rochford Winery at 9.30am and return around lunch time.  Pre payment and 
booking is essential.   Please contact the National Meeting Secretary to book places 
on this tour.  Payment will be collected at Registration on Good Friday. 
natmeetsecretary@mgcc.com.au 
 
Daylight Saving 
Daylight saving finishes on the wee small hours of Saturday evening and we will be 
reminding people to set their clocks and watches.  
 
“Walk through Step by step” guides to on-line registration 
 Our webmaster has produced guides to assist those who may be having difficulty 
with the on-line registration process.  These can be found under the Registration 
button on the NatMeet page of our website. 
 
Photographic Competition - “we wus wrong” 
For what we believed were all the right reasons, which I will not bother you with 
here, we asked for entries to the Photographic Competition to be mailed in advance 
for judging.  Clearly folk are not happy with the change, as we have not received as 
many entries as we would wish.  So, to use a term more common these days in the 
political sphere, we are doing a “back flip” and will accept entries at registration.  The 
Supplementary Regulations will be amended accordingly. I thank those who mailed 
their entries and apologize for the inconvenience this caused.  I also encourage all 
“shutter bugs” to dig out their favourite images and bring them along for display and 
judging. 
 
Dress Code for Presentation Dinner  
We have received a query regarding the dress code for the Presentation Dinner and I 
am glad we did, as I know myself, when attending functions it can be embarrassing to 
turn up over or under dressed.  The dinner is the highpoint of our weekend and formal 
in the sense that there are a number of award presentations.  From past experience I 
know that some people enjoy the opportunity to “frock up”, with the men wearing 
dinner suits and their ladies similar evening wear, and this is good to see.  However, 
we do not wish to be prescriptive and believe that the choice can be left to the 
judgement and experience of those attending.  For my part I see the evening as 
“casual formal” and will be wearing collar and tie, slacks and a reefer jacket and my 
wife Jenny will be wearing similar evening wear.  Others will choose an open neck 
shirt with or without jacket.  Many attending will have limited space for luggage and 
this will influence what they choose to bring and wear.  I hope this helps and am 
happy to leave this to the good sense of all.  Just be sure to pack a smile and to wear it 
on the night.   
 
Advertorial 

To celebrate our Club’s 50th Anniversary we produced a very entertaining and well 

illustrated hard bound book “From Larrikins to Old Snoozers”.  This book covers the 

life of our Club from its inception through to the end of 2013, 56 years in all.  As 



 

 

there will doubtless be expat Victorians attending our National Meeting we will have 
the book available for sale at registration.  $49.95 cash or Visa/Mastercard. 
 

A Last Word 

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 15TH FEBRUARY! 

 

 

Robin Page 

Director 
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